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May 6, 2022 

This Board Bill will establish the “City Youth Council” in order to better serve the needs of the 

children and young people of St. Louis.  
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BOARD BILL NUMBER 18 COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE INTRODUCED BY 

ALDERWOMAN MEGAN GREEN/ALDERWOMAN SHAMEEM CLRK-HUBBARD/ 

ALDERMAN JAMES PAGE/ ALDERMAN DAN GUENTHER/  ALDERWOMAN ANNE 

SCHWEITZER/ ALDERWOMAN DWINDERLIN EVANS/ ALDERWOMAN 

CHRISTINE INGRASSIA/ALDERWOMAN TINA PIHL 

An ordinance for the creation of a City Youth Council, to be composed of both adults and members 

of the youth of the City of St. Louis, for the purpose of gathering information for and making 

policy recommendations to the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen concerning the state of children 

and youth of the City of St. Louis. 

WHEREAS, by reason that the youth of the City do not have their interests adequately 

represented, and because many policies enacted by the City are aimed at children and the young, 

it should be the policy of the City to solicit the opinions and the involvement of the youth of the 

city in civic actions that concern them.  

WHEREAS, creating this council will make the City of St. Louis more accommodating to 

the concerns of the population of the young people of the City and make the City more child 

friendly, which would be a benefit both to the young and the population of the City as-a-whole. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION ONE. Creation 

There is now established a council to be known as the Youth Council (hereafter referred to as the 

“Council”) to advise the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor on issues relating to youth and 

children. The Council shall operate under the jurisdiction of the Board of Aldermen. 

SECTION TWO. Membership 17 

A. There is established in this city a commission for a youth advisory board consisting of18 

youth members and adult members.19 
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B. The youth members shall be between the ages of twelve (12) and eighteen (18) years old1 

at time of appointment or reappointment. The Board of Aldermen and the President of the2 

Board of Aldermen shall each appoint one youth member of the council and the Mayor3 

shall also have the power to appoint six (6) more youth members from underrepresented4 

communities to ensure the council represents the diversity of ethnicity, race, gender and5 

sexual orientation of the people of the City, as well as the diversity of the City’s educational6 

programs (e.g., public school, private school, homeschool, alternative education, etc.). If7 

an Aldermen does not appoint a youth member to the council within ninety (90) days of8 

the start of the annual meeting of the Board of Aldermen or within ninety (90) days of the9 

bill first being passed, the Mayor may fill the membership with an appointment of their10 

choice.11 

The council shall consist of individuals who have an understanding of the needs of young12 

people in the City of St. Louis, or experience with children and youth programs or youth13 

organizations, or involvement with school or community activities. The council should14 

encourage participation by youth from diverse backgrounds and experiences.15 

C. The adult members shall include:16 

a. The Mayor’s Office Director of Children, Youth, and Families, or their designee;17 

b. The Chair of the Education and Youth Matters Committee of the Board of18 

Aldermen, or their designee;19 

c. A community member representing an organization serving the City’s youth or the

St. Louis Public School District.

SECTION THREE. Confirmation and Term of Office 20 
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A. All members of the youth council shall be confirmed by the Board of Aldermen and take 1 

and file an oath of office before beginning their term. 2 

B. All adult members shall be appointed for two-year terms and there shall be no limits to the 3 

number of terms they may serve. 4 

C. All youth members shall serve two-year terms, from one annual meeting to the next, or in 5 

the case of when this ordinance is passed, from the date of it passing to the next annual 6 

meeting. The terms of the youth members shall be staggered. To achieve this, in the first 7 

group of members appointed, eleven shall be appointed to two-year terms, and ten shall be 8 

appointed for one-years terms. 9 

D. A vacancy may be filled for an unexpired term in the same manner as the original 10 

appointment. 11 

SECTION FOUR. Compensation 12 

Members of the Council shall not be compensated, nor shall they be reimbursed for expenses. 13 

SECTION FIVE. Officers and Rules 14 

A. The Council shall hold meetings at least once a month 15 

B. The Council shall elect a president and a vice-president for one-year terms. 16 

C. The Council may adopt rules to assist the council in carrying out its responsibilities, 17 

including conditions for removal of members. 18 

D. The president may appoint members of the council and other interested parties to serve on 19 

committees. 20 

E. In the absence of a rule to the contrary, the provisions of Robert’s Rules of Order, latest 21 

edition, shall govern the proceedings of the Council. 22 
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SECTION SIX. Purpose and Duties 1 

The purpose of the Council shall be to gather all relevant information on the effects of legislation, 2 

programs, and budgets concerning the children and youth of St. Louis, and make recommendations 3 

to the Board Aldermen and the Mayor’s office about the legislative impact of proposed legislation. 4 

A. The Youth Council shall: 5 

a. Participate in the operation of programs as specifically authorized or directed by 6 

the Board of Aldermen or the Mayor’s Office, including such programs as may be 7 

financed in whole or in part by City financial contributions used to carry out a 8 

particular youth council program or accomplish a particular youth council goal. 9 

b. Assess and evaluate community needs and resources relative to the protection and 10 

promotion of city youth and communicate those assessments and evaluations to the 11 

Board of Aldermen and Mayor. 12 

c. Encourage and assist in studies designed to evaluate and recommend changes in 13 

laws, policies, procedures and practices for the purpose of improving community 14 

conditions and promoting youth development. 15 

d. Receive program proposals from youth groups within the city. 16 

e. Report activities to the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor as prescribed in this 17 

Section. 18 

f. Recommend funding allocations for the execution of program proposals authorized 19 

by the Board of Aldermen. 20 

B. The President may designate representatives to attend community forums and meetings 21 

and provide the youth council with a periodic briefing. 22 
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SECTION SEVEN. Severability Clause  1 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable. In the event any provision of this Ordinance 2 

is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, void, or otherwise 3 

unenforceable the remaining provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in effect unless the court 4 

finds the valid provisions of this ordinance are so inseparably connected with, and so dependent 5 

upon, the void provision that it cannot be presumed that the Board of Aldermen would have 6 

enacted the valid provisions without the void ones, or unless the Court finds that the valid 7 

provisions, standing alone, are incomplete and incapable of being executed in accordance with 8 

legislative intent. 9 
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